
Facing unexpected wonders
After fi ve and a half months 

of new experiences piled on 
top of new experiences, I want-
ed to end my study-abroad time 
in Spain with something even 

fresher and 
more awe-in-
spiring than 
all the rest. It 
was a tough 
chore.

I had seen 
large monu-

ments built over a full year burn 
to the ground (on purpose) in 
Valencia. 

I had found relaxing beauty 
in the hills of the Canary Islands. 

I had basically walked with 
the bishop in a Good Friday pro-
cession in Girona. 

I had seen the entire city of 
Athens in one glance from the 
steps of the Acropolis.

How was I to top all of that? 
Very simple: go to an African 
country. Specifi cally, I went to 

Marrakech,  Morocco.
There, I found a world I both 

knew and didn’t fi t into at all.
The fi rst shock was the call 

to prayer. After taking a much-
needed nap at the hostel (I had 
gotten half an hour of sleep at 
the airport the night before), our 
group of four went out to lunch. 
We went to the medina, the old 
quarter of the city with a large 
square, the Djemaa el Fna.  

While eating some chick-
en tajine that happily broke the 
pattern of good but bland Span-
ish food, we heard a loud voice 
chanting over what seemed like 
a celestial public address sys-
tem. The sheer volume of the 
call gave me the feeling it came 
from inside of me instead of 
from atop a minaret.

The cries of “Allahu akbar”  
(God is great) rang from ev-
ery mosque in the city, and for 
someone used to an atmosphere 
of offi cial secularism, a public 

reminder to pray was shocking.
Equally jarring, but in an op-

posite way, was the amount of 
women who did not wear a veil. 
Although Morocco is clearly a 
culturally Muslim country, the 
hijab is more of a suggestion 
than a requirement, as long as 
one follows the spirit of the uni-
versal code of modest dress. 

To be sure, I saw women wear-
ing full-body burqas, but more 
often than not, women walked the 
streets with only, or even without, 
some head covering.

It stems from Morocco’s rep-
utation as a moderate Muslim 
state. Except for a terrorist attack 
in Casablanca in 2003, the coun-
try has shied away from the Is-
lamic fundamentalism practiced 
in countries with more conser-
vative populations. It maintains 
good relations with the West, 
earning major non-NATO ally 
status with the United States and 
signing free-trade agreements 

with the United States and the 
European Union.

As such, a headscarf is often 
seen as a sign of political Islam 
instead of a profession of sim-
ple faith. Whether warranted or 
not, those who wear a hijab are 
sometimes discriminated against 
as being against secular govern-
ment and in favor of a more ex-
plicitly Islamic society.

The mix of non-traditional 
dress and public calls to prayer 
showed, to me at least, the suc-
cess of the Enlightenment for-
mula of separation of church and 
state. Both sides seemed stron-
ger than they would be if they 
were wedded together. 

By the end of my stay on Fri-
day, I saw the city as more Arab 
and Berber than Muslim, full of 
merchants who faithfully prac-
ticed Islam on the side. 

It was a feeling I won’t soon 
forget, mainly because I’ve seen 
the Christian variety all my life.
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Camels stand Wednesday near a cliff off of a highway leading to the 
waterfalls of Setti Fatma, Morocco.

A man stands underneath a waterfall Wednesday near Setti Fatma, 
Morocco.

Knives line a shelf Thursday inside a stall in the souk of Marrakech.

A woman walks fully 
veiled Tuesday in 
the souk, or market, 
of Marrakech. 
Moroccan society 
allows women to 
choose to follow 
either traditional 
modest dress 
(hijab) or individual 
standards of 
modesty.
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Available for August 2010
Featuring 1, 2, & 3 bedroom

flats and townhomes

Call us today for details!
866-430-5685
homeisthecrest.com or homeiscityflats.com

For immediate info Text* CREST or FLATS to 71813

Spankin’ New
Brand Spankin’ New

Receive up to $500 
in Visa gift cards.

*Select apartments

*Only standard text messaging rates apply            
  www.connectivemobile.com

For Sale: 1993 Geo
Metro. Call: 

1-812-272-830. If no
 answer, leave msg.

$1,100.00 As is. 

****3 BR near dwntn.
A/C, D/W, W/D. Base-
ment, prkg. Only $900. 

332-5255.

**Red. Rent! Varsity **
Villas. 3BR  at. Aug

 leasing 417-861-9439

3 BR/ 2.5 BA with W/D
and A/C. Btown, South

area, no pets,$700/
month + utils. (812)824-

9165, after 8 p.m.

Bryan Park area. 2 BR
duplex for rent: $750.
1026 South Palmer
Dan: 949-436-9601.

!!!! Need a 
place to Rent? 

RentBloomington. NET  

300 hanging  les, legal
size. 1/2 price. $6/box

of 20. 336-1041 anytime
after 10:30 a.m. 

*3, 4, BR houses. 
Fall ‘10, near campus. 

thunderboltproperty.com

*New 3 BR, 2.5 bath w/
Jacuzzi. 2500 sq. ft., 
billiard rm. w/ bar, 2

decks, lg. island kit. w/
Viking range, huge walk-
in closets, garage avail.
On 1 acre, landscape 

service incl., 1 mile from
campus, near bus.

Grad. disc. avail. $1690/
mo. Call Tina 219-2027.

 

2-10 BR Houses:
Decks, W/D, AC,
lg. yards, parking!

515 W. 16th
1200 N. Woodlawn
2549 Eastgate Lane

339-8777 
cedarviewapts.com

2301 S. Bryan:  $725.
3 BR, 1.5 baths, large
deck. Avail. in August.

Costley & Co.
Rental Management

336-6246
tuckerbloomington.com

3 & 4 BR houses.
Avail. Aug. 2010.

812-330-1501

3 BR w/ basement, lg.
den, W/D, off-street
prkg. Across from 

Education. Bldg. Avail.
Aug. ‘10. (812) 330-1501

3 BR, 2 BA-714 E. 2nd. 
5 BR, 3 BA-411 N. Dunn

Call 391-2600.

4 BR w/ basement.
Close to campus. 

Avail. Aug. 14.
$1400/mo. 

Call 812-876-3257.

Aug. 3 BR,1.5BA charm-
ing home, near IU.  

Updated kit, applns., 
 garage, fenced yard.

812-325-6748

Avail. Aug. ‘10. 3 BR
limestone ranch just

East of Campus.
$900/month + utils. Call
Town & Country Real

Estate. (812) 339-6148

Lg. 4 BR/ 2 bath. Great
location, basement w/
W/D. Off street prkg.
Deck, new windows/
insulation. Avail. Aug.
2010. (812) 330-1501

Furn. rms. All utils. incl. 
Half blk. from Music

School. (812) 336-8082

AVAIL. IMMEDIATELY!
Brand New/Downtown

2 BR/1.5 BA house:
1200 N. Woodlawn.

Call now! 812-339-8777,
tenthandcollege.com

1 BR in 5 BR sublet
avail. now-Aug. 

1 blk. to campus. $430/
neg. (812) 630-2651

4 BR, 2.5 BA apt. avail.
2010-2011. Attached

garage. $412.50/person.
Located in Terra Trace.
Ryan:574-261-5359.

Avail. immediately:
1 BR apartments.
www.pavprop.com

333-2332
Text PAVILION to 47464

1 BR avail. NOW until
Aug. Close to Campus!

$435/mo. prkg, W/D, A/C
Call 317-358-5117,

leave voicemail.

Luxury apartment avail.
now. Covenanter Hill

neighborhd. $750/mo.,
obo. 515-371-5453

Avail. IMMEDIATELY!
through July 2011.

2 BR, 2 BA, deposit pd. 
950 sq. ft., on busline.

$865/mo. utils. included.
812-340-0321 

1 BR in 3 BR apt.Varsity
Villas. Fully furnished
bedroom. A/C, W/D,

D/W, parking.
$375/ mo. + utils.

812-699-1146

GUITAR - Acoustic
electric, new. $95  rm.

812-929-8996

Cash for anything 
that runs on elect.: 
A/C, MP3, DVR,
812-320-1789

OR EMAIL 
AULDOC11@ATT.NET.

Verizon Blackberry
8830. Global Broad-

band Smartphone. $150
or b/o. (812)345-9125

18 ft polar craft, 50 HP
Mercury motor, needs lit-
tle work, radio, nav.,  sh
 nder, trailing motor foot

peddle. $1200  rm. 
812-327-0946

Don’t move it...SELL IT!

With a FREE
IDS classi  ed ad.

The most cost effective
way to reach readers in

print and online.

Call 855-0763
or

 www.idsnews.com/
classi  eds.

PARKING DOWNTOWN
For lease, $75/ mo. 

345-1771

!!!! Need a place to 
Rent?

RentBloomington. NET  

Rooms for Rent/
Roommates

Don’t break the bank!

FREE
CLASSIFIED AD 

t o  s e l l  y o u r  s t u f f *

* excludes ticket sales

Call us at 812-855-0763 to place an ad 
and for more information visit us at
www.idsnews.com/classifieds


